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me briefly that he was "tough." This silence gave me some qualms. I knew
psychiatry was going to have an uphill road at best. But from the hour of my
arrival throughout the year that I remained, I was wholeheartedly accepted. I
found that Sandy French was "tough" and plain spoken, but with no reserva-
tions apparent in his acceptance of me and my specialty. Perhaps it was because
on my first official call to his home, we found a mutual interest in our stamp-
collecting hobby. Instead of leaving at the end of the prescribed 15-minute call,
I stayed 4 hours going over his philatelic "treasures." We started our associa-
tion with much in common, even if it wasn't psychiatry. For the duration of
that assignment, he backed me up in psychiatry. With his authority I mimeo-
graphed a bulletin on treatment (the first, I believe, in the Army) to send to
each of the psychiatrists in the Service Command; a bulletin on journal clubs;
a bulletin on in-service training in psychiatry. He gave me a free hand and
supported my decisions about methods, reports, personnel. Never in that year,
on those days when we were both in the office, did Sandy fail to come in to say
hello each morning. His "three musketeers" (Hal Thomas in medicine, Arnold
Griswold in surgery, and myself) became his dose professional advisers.

The consultant system became probably the most potent force in the Medical
Department in developing and maintaining the high standard of professional
medicine. Policies and directives issuing from the consultants in the Office of
the Surgeon General were thus implemented in the field. They were interpreted
and their use was checked by the respective consultants in the Service Com-
mands and the theaters. These men traveled almost continuously from one
camp to the next, throughout their areas, for the purpose of consulting, coun-
seling, teaching, and making recommendations with regard to the professional
work in every type of medical installation. The Service Command consultants **
in turn served the consultants to the Surgeon General by sending in, through

42 Neuropsychktric Service Command Consultants:

I   Maj. (later Col.) Wilfred Bloomberg
Col. Lloyd J. Thompson
Col. Wilfred Bloomberg
II   Lt. Col. (kter CoL) Douglas A. Thorn

III    Lt Col. (later Col.) Henry W. Brosin

IV    Lt Col. W. C. Menninger

Lt. Col. (later Col.) Paul Scfaroeder
V   Maj. (later Lt. Col.) William H, Dunn
VI   CoL William J. Bleckwenn
VII   Maj. Garland C. Pace

Lt. Col. (kter Col.) Clarke Barnacle
Lt. CoL (later Col.) John Greist
VIII   Lt Col. (kter Col.) Franklin G. Ebaugfa

Lt Col. Perry Talkington
IX   Lt Col. (kter Col.) Lauren H. Smith
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